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A Child’s
Companion
Much food for thought and prayer!

Mom, it was so great seeing you. We have

enough joy and happiness to share with the

whole world. We slept in our Get On The Bus

t-shirts, you signed, just to be close to you.
John and Sheila

   s the number of children participat-

  ing in Get On The Bus continues

 to grow, we are seeing a new

phenomenon—children without adult

companions. This year over 100 children

traveled with volunteers who gave a day of

service to companion a child as they visit their

parent in prison.

The most common reason that

children arrive alone is that their guardian

cannot miss a day of work. Some guardians

have other children to supervise or are too

elderly or ill to make the trip. Yet other

guardians want to allow older children to have

private time with the parent.

This year we provided transportation

to four children who had never met their

parent. One girl had a treasured photo of the

man she had never met but whom she

desperately wanted to see and spend time

with.

Due to liability and a sense of

security for the children, GOTB assigns each

unaccompanied child a companion for the day

to attend to their needs, wait with them

through the prison entry process, and make

sure that they do not feel alone.

Do you have a day to spend with a

child? Please consider being one of our

volunteer companions. It is sure to be a day

that will provide much food for thought and prayers (please see An

Experience of Accompaniment on page 3).

AA

Families Served 2006

   Children    587

Mothers/Fathers    309

Buses      31
  Prisons       7

  Guardians    307

  Bus Volunteers    254

Get On The BusGet On The BusGet On The BusGet On The BusGet On The BusGet On The BuGet On The BuGet On The BuGet On The BuGet On The Busssss
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Letter From The
Executive Director

Kasserian ingera?
(And how are the children?)
Traditional African greeting of the

Maasai tribe

his greeting above illus-

trates the high value that

the Maasai culture places

on the wellbeing of its children. In California,

I’m afraid that our honest response to this

greeting would have to be, “Our children

are not well.”

California has the largest prison

system in the country and, therefore, the

largest number of children affected by

incarceration. In this state there are 200,000

children with at least one parent in prison

AND sixty percent of prisoners report being

held more than 100 miles away from their

children.

Get On The Bus is driven (no pun

intended) to create systemic change within

the systems that unjustly separate children

from their parents as a result of imprisonment.

I feel overwhelmed with excitement and I

have enough joy and happiness to share with

the entire world. This is one of the happiest

days I’ve had in about four years.

Monique, age 19

The passion of every single member of our

staff, as well as our remarkably generous

corps of volunteer teams throughout the

state, is to reunite children with their

parents. We live for the smiles, the hugs,

and even the tears that we witness and hold

in our hearts.

If this Annual Report does nothing

else, my hope is that it somehow

communicates the deep need of children

to see, touch and spend time with their

parents. A mother is still a mother to her

child even though they are separated by

miles and prison walls. Thank you for

supporting Get On The Bus with your time,

talent, and treasure. Our gratitude is

without measure. We continue to find our

greatest inspiration in the unconditional

love of the children we serve. We strive

for a time when we can honestly say, “All

of the children are doing well.”

In gratitude,

Sr. Suzanne Jabro, CSJ

Executive Director

TT

     Picture Perfect... many thanks to Sister

Teresa Lynch, csj, for the heartwarming

photographs used throughout this

publication.

    Special gratitude to Sister Therese

Denham, csj, for the design of this beautiful

publication.
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month old) and her 9 year old nephew.

Sheree told me that of her 14 siblings, 12

had been in jail or prison at some point

during their lives.

I think of Jevon; no, I don’t just think

about him, I’m worried for him. Fourteen

years old, living in a group home, an

undependable aunt who’s supposed to

be “looking out for him,” oversized winter

jacket with hood pulled over his head and

jeans with waistband sagging below his

hips. . .who’s kidding themselves to think

that Jevon isn’t at risk of being behind bars

himself within the next five years?

I don’t have a word to describe

this experience of accompaniment—nor

can I articulate how being with these

children and these mothers behind those

walls affected me. I entered a system that

is begging to be overhauled. I returned to

a world that is crying for all of us to stand

up and say, “No more!”

too expensive and, “how do you ask a 7 year

old to limit his life experiences to five

minutes?” (Inmates cannot receive incoming

calls and can only make collect calls. Phone

companies have negotiated exclusive con-

tracts with the state charging inmates up to

20 times the normal rate for calls. California

reaps the benefits of this deal gaining an extra

$35 million annually for its general fund.)

I sat with a beautiful young woman,

Sheree. She was the guardian of her 16

year old niece (already a mother of a 3

ne week ago I was sitting

among children and their

incarcerated mothers at Valley State Prison

in Chowchilla. My experience of

accompaniment was as powerful, tragic,

hope-filled and disturbing as I had

anticipated.

I have filed in my brain a stat which

reads, “64% of prison inmates come from

extremely low-income families.” That reality

glaringly confronted me as I heard story after

story of the affects of poverty and prison:

Ricardo was bringing his 4 nieces and

nephews to see their mother for the

first time in nearly five years. They lacked

dependable care and couldn’t afford the bus

fare, motel and restaurant bills required for a

visit. So, instead, those kids, ages 6 – 12,

did not lay their eyes upon their mother, did

not touch her skin, did not directly hear her

voice since the morning she was handcuffed

and led onto the sheriff’s bus in 2001.

Geri was traveling with her grandson to

visit his mom. She told me they could no

longer talk with her on the phone because

they couldn’t afford the bills. At first, the

daughter called frequently to speak with her

son, but the first month’s bill was $2,100.

They attempted to talk only every other day

for just five minutes, but even that became

An Experience of
Accompaniment
A Reflection on Get On The Bus

by Kathy Curran
Faculty member, Mercy High School, Burlingame
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Creative Competition . . .
Students at Carondelet High School selected

to support Get On The Bus for their Lenten

service project. With a goal of $4,000 to

provide for one bus and additional funds for

backpacks for each child, they started a

friendly competition on Ash Wednesday

between all of the 4th period classes. The

Campus Ministry Committee made a huge

poster of a bus with each teacher’s picture

in a window. Every Friday the funds were

tallied and the winning class’s teacher got

moved to the “driver’s seat.”

The Teddy Bear Table . . .
All Saints Episcopal Church in Beverly Hills

advertised in its bulletin that there would be

a Teddy Bear Table in the vestibule following

services each Sunday. The table was filled

with bears that each represented a child’s

sponsorship for Get On The Bus . Many

families had their own children pick the bear

for a child on the bus then bears were tagged

with the sponsoring family’s name. All Saint’s

raised $2,800 and gave families a tangible

way to teach their children about giving.

On the last day of school before

Easter vacation, the pictures were arranged

one last time to reveal the winning class. Far

surpassing their goal, CHS presented Get On

The Bus with an amazing $10,000 and 100

backpacks. The Cougars outdid themselves

and proved that they have hearts, literally,

as big as a bus.

Many Hands MakeMany Hands Make
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Light-HEARTED Work
Leaving On A Jet Plane . . .
Southwest Airlines donated six plane tickets

enabling children from Oakland and

Sacramento to travel to the Ontario airport

so that they could visit their mothers in

southern California. By car, the trip from

Sacramento would be approximately nine

hours one way. We are thrilled by this

partnership, and grateful to Southwest

Airlines. In the future we hope that we can

effect systemic change in the policies that

allow parents to be housed closer to their

children.

An E-mail from Devan
Dickerson . . .
My mom showed me the e-mail about Get

On The Bus. It made me sad that some kids

don’t see their moms. I wanted to do

something on my own for all the kids. My

mom told me to remember something I liked

to have with me on my trips since I started

traveling by myself when I was really little to

see my relatives. I used to like to have my

travel pillow. My grandmother made it for

me out of a Cinderella t-shirt. I don’t carry it

anymore, but I did for a long time. I know it

meant a lot to me because it was fluffy and I

could use it to go to sleep. I made mini-travel

pillows for each of the bus kids. I worked on

them all weekend and after homework at

night. It doesn’t feel like work because I enjoy

doing it. The pillows are cool. I think even

the older kids will like them.

Devan Dickerson is a fourteen year old Girl Scout

from Granada Hills. Her e-mail was edited for

space considerations.

Light-HEARTED Work
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With Gratitude

        he following

     listing includes

event, bus, family

and child spon-

sors, as well as grants from

foundations. Due to space

limitations, we were not

able to include donations of

less than $75, however, we

are extremely grateful for

each gift that we receive and

for the positive impact we

are able to make collectively

in the lives of children.

Thank you all for your

generous support. In the

event of any omissions,

please accept our apologies.

Many individuals,

groups, foundations and

businesses responded to the

expansion of our program

with tremendous generosity

and compassion. This out-

pouring is a sign of hope,

solidarity and support for

families who so often feel

despair, isolation and

shame. It is with deep

gratitude that we once again

recognize those who made

the 2006 Get On The Bus

possible.

FOUNDATIONS
$5,000 +

Carrie Estelle Doheny Foundation
Conrad N Hilton Fund for Sisters
Marisla Foundation
Peter Norton Family Foundation
Ralph M. Parsons Foundation

Sisters of St Joseph of Carondelet
The Klehn Family Foundation
The Rose Hills Foundation

EVENT SPONSORS
$1,500 - $4,999
ACCW Los Angeles Archdiocese

All Saints, Pasadena
All Saints, Beverly Hills
American Martyrs - Matthew 25
American Martyrs Catholic Church
Anonymous

Carondelet High School
Catholic Charities, San Diego
Catholic Charities / Diocese of Stockton
Church of Good Sheperd
Corpus Christi Catholic-Christian Community

First Congregational  Church/Child Haven
Guadalupe Church
Holy Name of Mary Parish
Holy Trinity School
Joerger, Dolores and Jane

Kuznik, Douglas and Katherine
McMillan, Oliver
Santa Clara Church
School of Santa Isabel
Sisters of Mercy

Sisters of St Joseph of Carondelet
Sisters of St Joseph of Orange
Sisters of The Holy Family
Society of St Vincent de Paul, Los Angeles
St Anthony Parish

St Dorothy Church
St Euphrasia Church
St Euphrasia Women
St Ignatius Church
St James the Less Parish

St Joseph Health System
St Joseph School
St Matthews Church
St Mary’s Provincialate
St Monica Church

Szekely Family Foundation
The Rose Foundation
Univ Church of the Seventh-Day Adventists
University of San Diego

BUS SPONSORS
$500 - $1499
ACC Capital Holdings Corp
Albi, J. Keith

All American Financial Services
All Saints Parish
Anonymous
Assumption B.V.M Church
Benicia Plumbing Inc.

California Auto Dealers Exc
Call to Action of the Redwood Empire
Carlson, Shawn and Richella
Chase, Janifred Lyle
Chia, Patricia

Chronley, Karen and Michael
Church of Saint Anthony of Padua
Church of St Thomas More
Church of the Holy Angels
City of Sacramento

Clements, Brian
Corpus Christi Parish
Costanzo, Maria
Couples for Christ Mission
CRC-Enchanting Toastmasters

Curtius, Michael & Mary B.
Day-Break Ministries
De Stefano, Robert and M. Teresa
Dr Seuss Foundation
Epiphany Catholic Church

Faris, Marylou
First Congregational  Church/Child Haven
First Presbyterian Church of Anaheim
First Unitarian Church
Flintridge Sacred Heart Convent

Forster-Gill Inc
Gianni, Stephen and Cecillia
Grimmway Enterprises
Guilino, Josephine
Hall, Guillermina

Heyler, William

Holy Family Church
Holy Family Parish
Independent Order of Foresters
Jaskoski, Helen
Kiwanis Club of Carlsbad

Kiwanis Club of Long Beach
Kramer-Wilson Company Insurance Services
La Jolla Golden Triangle Rotary Club
Liederbach, Sr Mary Lynn
Louisville High School

Maimone, Marco and Lillian
Mattison, Ernest and Julie
Mayne, Betty and Daniel
McCullough, Michael
McGloin, Lawrence and Janice

Mercy H. S. Student Fund
Mikkii B -MWM Ministries
Monarch Financial Group
Moore, Christine
Nolan, Patrick

Ogren, Paula
Otterson, Anne
Our Lady of Grace School
Our Lady of Loretto Church
Paraclete High School

Peronneau, Dion
Philanthropia, Inc.
Pilgrim United Church of Christ
Presbytery of Los Ranchos
Roebuck, Karen and James

Roide, Ernest and Tawn
Ryder, Elliot
Sacred Heart
Sacred Heart Church
San Buenaventua Mission

San Gabriel Mission Elementry School
Sanborn, Ruth and Jim
Santa Barbara Pastoral Region
Santa Clara University, NC
Santosha Fund

School of Our Lady of Grace
Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary
Smith, Donald
Smith, Michael and Patricia
Society of St Vincent De Pau

    - Santa Sophia Conference
Society of St Vincent De Paul
Sophia Spirit
St Anne Church
St Athanasius

St Bernardine Community
St Bernardine of Siena Church
St Brendan School
St Brendan Stipend and Charity Fund
St Callistus School

St Catherine of Siena School
St Clement’s by the Sea Episcopal Church
St Denis Catholic Community
St Denis Council of Catholic Women,
   Diamond Bar

St Elizabeth Ann Seton Church
St Euphrasia Church
St Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
St Genevieve Elementry School
St Ignatius Church

St James School
St John Fisher Church
St John the Baptist
St Joseph
St Joseph Heritage Healthcare

St Lawrence Martyr Church
St Mary Magdalen Church
St Monica Catholic High School
St Nicholas
St Nicholas Conference

St Simon
St Thomas Moore Church
St Thomas More Guild 10, St John Fisher
St Victor’s Church
St Vincent De Paul, Council of Los Angeles

St Vincent De Paul School
St Vincent De Paul Society
St William
Sulivan, John
Taylor, Paul

Team Bank of America
The Bakersfield Californian
The Roman Catholic Bishop of Oakland
Triple M
University of San Diego

Wada, Jerry and Jane
Warner, Joan

FAMILY SPONSORS
$300 - $499
ACCW Los Angeles Archdiocese
Bergerson, Douglas

Bethel, Kathleen
Burke, Sharon and Robert
Burke, Yvonne
Campeau, Thelma
Catholic Daughters of the Americas

City of Sacramento
Clark, Mary
Cobery, Arthur and Anne
Comon, P and S
Council of Black Nurses

Couper, David
Court St. Raymond No. 2057
Dey, Mary
Dillon, James
Eaton, Roberta

Estrada, David and Rita
Evans, Anne
Ferraro, Robert
First United Methodist Church of Bellflower
Flanagan, Frances

Fontes, Alfred
Gagen, William  and Marianne
Gerardo, Sheri
Griffith, Theresa
Gurney, Francis and Paula

Gustason, Suzanne
Hazelton, Charlene
Hodson, Peter and Mary
Holy Trinity Church
Immaculate Heart Community

Jones, Jeanne
Larson, C A
Lellis, Anthony R DE
Libby, C Michael and Nancy
McCarthy, Nancy

Montessori Children’s House
Mount ST Mary’s College-Doheny
Nativity of Our Lady
Nelman, Carl
Newman Catholic Center

Old Mission School
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Parish
Palmer, Alice
Plumbline Coaching and Cosulting
Rosario, Carolann

Ryder, Elliot
Simon, Leonard
Society of St Vincent de Paul
   - St Louise De Marillac
St Agnes School

St Bernardine of Siena School
St Cyril School
St David School
St Francis of Assisi Catholic Churh
St James the Less Parish

St Jerome Church
St John Chrysostom School
St Lawrence of Brindisi Church
St Michael’s School
St Peter Claver Church

St Robert Bellarmine Church
St Victor’s Church
Tonkin, Ann M
Toth, Barbara Jo
Trainor, Robert and Thomas

Turcotte, Gaston and Marsha
Weiss, Shirli
Wolfe, Father William
Worden, Margaret Mary
Yoka, Andrea

CHILD SPONSORS
$75 - $299
ACTION - Family Network

Abell, R I
Adams, Katherine
Adams, Rodger J & Barbara F.
Aguilera, Ramon and Herlinda
Airport Marina c/o Alain Francoeur

Alexandria House
Allison, Kathryn
Alshuler, Donald & Lynne
Alvarez, Luis
American Province of Little Company

of Mary Sisters
Ammann, Charles
Anonymous
Antonio, Shelly and Nathaniel
Arriola, Raymond

Bader, Elsie
Baer, Barbara
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Baker, Chad and Rachel
Barb, Amos and Drusilla
Bardsley, Kathleen
Barker, Norma
Barrett, Lauren and Patrick

Barrows, Avelino
Baur, Mary
Bayley, Corrine
Beaver, Tom and Pam
Becker, Gary and Mary

Becker, Larry
Belk, Ron & Maureen
Bell, Eugene and Kathleen
Bellamy, Phyllis
Beresky, MD, Tibor

Berquist, Elaine
Bialowas, Dana
Billings, I & R
Blomberg, Dennis
Boone, Veronica

Boyce, Winifred and Wiilliam
Boyle, John and Roseann
Bradshaw, Mary Jo
Braitman, Mary
Braun, Floyd and Linda

Brazier, Benita
Brophy, Virginia & Frank
Brown, Geraldine R
Brown, James and Merilyn
Brown, Lloyd and Kathleen

Brudney, Karen E.
Bry, Barbara
Buhlert, Joe & Charlene
Burgarin, Agnes
Bush, Harvey and Beverly

Cahill, Frances and William
Cahill, Helen
Cannon, Janell
Canyon Hills Women’s Club
Caputo, Deacon Edward and Caroline

Carr, Charles
Carroll, Michael and Linda
Casazza, Walter and Beverly
Caserta, Anthony
Catholic Daughters of America

Catholic Daughters of America - Saint Michael
Catholic Daughters of the Americas
Catholic Deaf Community
Cecchini, Roberto
Cecco, Delores

Cellner, Deacon Jerry and Mary Joyce
Central Coast Womens League
Chino Radiological Registry Corp
City of Sacramento
Claremont Colleges

Cleveland, Catherine
Coglianese, Marci R.
Colbert, Debra
Cole, John and Darsie
Collins, Mike and Theresa

Connelly, Cornelia
Corporate Video and Film Production
Corso, Lisa Ann
Coughlin, Frank
Couperus, James and Cheryl

Craveiro, Eleanor
Crippen Mortuary
Crisfield, Elyse & Lloyd
Crutcher, Elvira R.
Cunningham, Cathie

Cunningham, David
Cushing, Jane
Daniels, Patricia
Danko, Jean and David
Daroca, Sylva Karen

Darrow, Douglas
Davis, Ruth
Davis, Monsignor Wilbur Lee
Davis, William
Day, Lindsay

De Armas, Ernesto and Jane
Dean, Peggy and Christopher
Debakcsy, Betty and Alan
Debs, csj, Annette
Deharo, Fernando and Sylvia

Diaz, Cristina
Diaz, Jane
Diedrich, Judith
Dinkel, Leta Elizabeth
Doherty, Sister Terese

Dolson, Patricia
Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose
Dotson, Paul
Downie, Shirley
Doyle, John

Driscoll, Robert and Margaret

Dubin Starrels, Dorinda
Dunbar & Dunbar
Dunne, Michele
Eads, A. Claudia

Eberle, Helen
Elder, Harvey and Eleanor
Ellyson, Nancy
Elssmann, Mary
Eltzroth, Thomas and Mary

Esquibel, Robert and Irene
Ettner, Ellie
Evans, Paulden and Joni
Ewell, A. Ben
Fan, Elizabeth and Michael

Fargo, Deacon Robert and Penny
Farnsworth, Cheryl
Fathers of Saint Charles
Faustina, csj, Angela
Fayman, Danah

Federated Women of Upper Napa Valley
Fettig, Janet
Fiamengo, Peter
Fiedler, Susan
Files, Gwendolyn

First Congregational  Church/Child Haven
First Congregational Church of Maricopa
First United Methodist Church of Bellflower
Fischer, Robert
Fitzgerald, Kathleen

Fleckenstein, Barbara
Fleming, Ruthann
Flintridge Sacred Heart Convent
Flores, David
Flores, Janet and Jose

Fontaine, Lynn
Foothill, L&M
Fournier, Rift
Freeman, Paul
Freenor, Teresa

Frykman, Gary and Annette
Galison, Elaine
Garcia, Raymonda
Garvey, Margaret
Gath, Don and Tina

Gatt, Olga
Gauer, Deborah
Geefay, Karen and Frank
Giacomi, Patrick and Shirley
Giammona, Joan

Gibbons, Gail
Giles, Josephine and Jason
Gilligan, Andrew
Gimbel, H.V. and J.A.
Gonzalez, Hermilia and Anthony

Gooden, Theresa
Goodrich, Anne
Gordon, Annabelle
Govoni, Augustus
Graham, James

Graham, John and Margaret
Grahek, Melissa
Gray, Carmen
Gray, William
Green, Dibby Allan

Greenwade, Lauren
Griley, Glenn and Rebecca
Gulley, Rick
Gunther, Ronald
Gutierrez, Jose and Myrian

Gutierrez, Magaly
Guy, Keith and Lisa
Haas, Pauline
Haberman, Paul M.D.
Hagemann, CW

Haley, Russel and Elizabeth
Hall, Henry J.
Hall, Mayor Harvey
Halsted, Margo
Hammerle, Ron

Handerhan, Jean
Haninger, Marcia
Hardy, Nancy
Harris, Phyllis
Hauber, Mark

Hayes, James
Healy, Richard
Hegenbart, Rosemary
Heinze, Christine
Hernandez, Jessie

Hernandez, Juan & Maria D.
Heyl, Mary
Hickish, Helen
Hillenbrand, John
Hillsborough Galleries

Hofmann, Harriet

Holaway, Robert and Darlene
Holmes, Donald and Judith
Holy Spirit Fellowship
Holy Trinity School

Hopkins, Annette
Hopkins, Dan and Bridget
Hourigan, Francis & Margaret
Hoyne, Eugenia
Hromadka, WM

Huber, Peggy
Huesgen, Ruth
Immaculate Conception School
Immaculate Heart High School
Insalata, Mary

Jabro, Robert and Kathy
Jackson, Mardi Ralph
Jackson, Patrice
James, Frances and Michael
Janis, Deborah

Janssen, Volker
Jaskoski, Helen
Jellig, Dorothy and Walter
Jensen, Edward and Mary Lynn
Jobe, Melanie

Johns, Rose
Johnson, Hugh and Jane
Johnson, Joan
Johnston, Philip and Kathleen
Jones, G.P and J.F

Jordan, Joseph
Joseph, R
Kayichian, Hratch
Keenan, Daniel
Keese, Monsignor John

Kehew, Roger & Mary
Kelley, Richard and Mary
Kiefer, Carol and Jesse
Kim, Do Won
Kim, Young and Sook

Kiralla, John
Kiwanis Club of Camarillo
Kizziah, Marilyn
Knights of Columbus Council #9410
K of C, Fr. John Murphy Council #7987

K of C, St Christopher Council #3159
Kobler, Debbie and Michael
Kraus, Rebecca
Lackey, Mary
Lamark, Tony and Barbara

Lamborghini, Deborah
Latham, Thomas
Layfield, Susan
Le, Tina and N.D.
Lee, John and Maggie

Legaspi, Enrique and Mercedes
Lenihan, Shirley
Leroux, Annette
Liberto, James
Lieskovsky, G and J

Lorenz, Frederick
Louise Frances Source Hill
Lozano, Juanita
Lynch, Bernadette and Henry
Lynch,csj, Teresa

Maciel, Cindy
Mack, John
Mancini Management & Maintenance CO
Marcatects
Marie Wilson, Catholic Daughters of the

Americas C/O
Mario Saikhon Foundation
Markham, Jo-Anne
Master, C. A. and V. F.
Matthews, Robert and Cecilia

McCann, Leona and Robert
McCanna, Steven & Diane
McDonough, Patricia and John
McGaraghan, Nancy and Patrick
McGaughan, Terrence and Kathleen

McGinnis, Barbara
McGlone, Michael and Peggy
McKinnon, Sheila and Dennis
McNerney, Thomas and Christine
McVicar, Ronald

Mello, Roberta and Gary
Mendoza, Edwardo
Meyer, David and Kimberly
Miller, Alfred
Miller, Judith

Minford, Bob & Jan
Mishkind, Mark and Kimberly
Moore, Elizabeth
Moore, Marc
Moore, Peggy Ann

Moreland, Gordon

Introduction

We received this letter from a

grandmother who traveled with her

grandchildren to visit their mother

(her daughter) in Chowchilla.

Dear Mrs. Arnold

(The San Diego area Bus

Coordinator):

My daughter, my

granddaughter and I wish to express

our sincere appreciation for the Get

On The Bus  trip to the Central

California Women’s Facility on May

12th. It was wonderful to be a part of

such an extraordinary experience.

The kindness and compassion

exceeded anything I’ve seen in a long

time.

Thank you for all the

meals, toys, books, teddy bears,

blankets, etc. I was so surprised with

all the items that were donated for

the children and even for us as adults.

I noticed there were quite a few major

contributors listed on the back of the

t-shirts and I hope you can express

our appreciation to them as well. But,

mostly, my appreciation is for the

ladies who put together the meals,

toy/activity bags, blankets, etc. for

the kids, and for those who

coordinated this effort and those who

volunteered to go with us and who

served us so extensively.

If there is anything we

can do to assist with your program

next year, please let me know. My

daughter will be released from CCWF

this July, so we won’t be’“getting on

the bus” next year!

Sincerely,

April Washburn

Shayla Sanders

Lindsey Sanders
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Did You Know?
    The Bureau of Justice

Statistics estimates that 2.3

million children are affected

by the 1.1 million parents

incarcerated in prisons or

jails, up from 500,000

children in 1991.

    More than half of

children with incarcerated

mothers are living with their

grandparents.

    Approximately 10

percent of the children of

female prisoners and 2

percent of the children of

male prisoners are in a foster

home or institution.

    Fifty-eight percent of

children are younger than

10. Their average age is 8.

     Six percent of women

entering prison are

pregnant.

Sources:

Federal Resource Center for

Children of Prisoners; Dep. of

Justice Mumola, C.J. (2000).

Incarcerated Parents and their

Children, Bureau of Just ice

Stat ist ics Special Report .

Washington, DC: U.S. Dep. of

Justice.

Morris, J. Brendan and Victoria
Morris, Karen and Maren
Moses, Bates and Kristen
Mott, Robert and Margaret
Mowery, Lew and Marian

Mulvihill, Victoria and James
Munk, Walter and Judith
Murdoch, Rebecca Eller
Muriello, Joseph and Maria
Nadaiski, Carol

Nahmias, Richard
Napoli, Nicholas and Ann Marie
Nason, Fred
Nativity of Our Lady
Nault, Theresa

Neale, Leslie
Necikowski, Stanley or Fran
Nelson, Dianne and William
Nelson, Helen
Nielsen, Eric and Marilee

Nissen, Corey
Normington, Richard and Helen
Nydell, Colene
O’Hara, Joe and Anita
Our Lady of Grace Church

Our Lady of Peace Church
Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters
Owen, Teresa and Steven
Paige, Michelle
Panes, Amelia

Park, Euni
Pass, Claire
Peltz, Ann Fred
Pewthers, Van and Joyce
Peyton, John

Philips, Andy and Vicki
Pillsbury, Linda and Samuel
Pires, Ann Renee
Plumbline Coaching and Cosulting
Poole, Kenneth

Posada, Edith
Preece, Timothy
Pyle, Melina & Barry
Pyne, Gerald
Rackemann, Richard & Virginia

Radinoff, Jerry
Ragonig, Karin
Raney, Ann and Aidan
Reeves, David
Reiswig, Philip

Rel. Sisters of Charity
Rendler, Dana
Ridge, John and Paula
Roberts, Allan
Roman Catholic Bishop of Orange

Rosenfeld, Melvin and Mary G
Roth, Martha
Rouse, Trent
Rpss, Alan
Ryall, Craig and Loretta

Ryan, Margery
Ryder, Anneke
Sabol, John and Amy
Saikhon, Carol
Salim, Sabri and Mary

San Diego Crating
San Francisco Solano Church
Sandall, Patricia
Santa Clara Chapel
Santiago Religious Education

Schewe, Patricia
Schiele, Anastasia
Schillig, Kenneth and Margaret
Schultz, Joseph and Nancy
Sever, Mark and Rita

Seymour, Frederick & Eileen
Shasky, Luella
Sheehan, Carrie & John
Shortz, Richard
Shuger, Debora

Shulman, Marcia
Siegal, Dr Pete and Dr Barbara
Sisters of Charity, BVM
Sisters of Charity, BVM Glendale
Sisters of Notre Dame

Sisters of Saint Joseph
Sisters of St Joseph of Orange
Sisters of St Louis/Nativity
Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi
Sisters of St. Louis, California

Sisters of the Presentation
Skehan, Martin
Slakey, Bob and Mercedes
Small, Warren
Smith, Constance

Smith, Thomas and Elaine

Smolik, Dana
Soares, Hazel
Society of St Vincent De Paul
Sophia Community
Sophia Spirit

Spatafore, John
Spence, David and Darlene
Spencer, Joshua
Spindler, Ronald and Diane
SS Felicitas & Perpetua Church

St Andrew Church
St Andrews Church, Pasadena
St Anne School
St Anthony’s Church, San Gabriel
St Bernardine of Siena Church

St Bridget of Sweden
St Cecilia School
St Charles Catholic School
St Elizabeth Church
St James the Less Parish

St John Fisher Women’s Council
St John Neumann Church
St Joseph, Santa Rosa
St Joseph School, Hawthorne
St Joseph Parish, Tucson, AZ

St Louis De Montfort Church, Santa Maria
St Lucy School, Long Beach
St Luke the Evangelist, Temple City
St Luke’s Episcopal Church, Long Beach
St Margaret Mary - Holy Name Society, Lomita

St Marks Catholic Womens Guild, San Marcos
St Martin of Tours, La Mesa
St Mary Magdalen School, Camarillo
St Paul High School, Santa Fe Springs
St Pius V School, Buena Park

St Raymonds Women’s Guild, Dublin
St Sebastian’s Institute #116
Staab, Mary Ellen
Stehly, Margaret
St Stephen Church, Walnut Creek

St Stephens School, Monterey Park
Stephens, Virginia and Jerry
Stinson, Susan
St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church, Ojai
St Timothy’s Church, Morro Bay

St Vincent de Paul Society
Tabler, Louise
Taufer, Deacon Dale and Angela
Taunton, Carol
Thompson, Margaret

Thunquest, W. Alvin
Tidik, S.J.
Todd, Sally
Townsend, Andrea and Michael
Townsend, Marilyn

Traina, S. Nancy
Troianello, Anthony and Diane
Tuppan, Helen
Twilliger, Wayne and Sharon
Ultra Stereo Labs

United Methodist Women
University Catholic Center, NC
Valucki, Lucy
Van, David and Joan
Vanis M.D., Richard

Victor, Polly
Vienna, Anthony and Joan
Vigil, Pat and Juanita
Vista Republican Women Federated
Vortman, Jocelyn

Walrath, Linda and Thomas
Walter, Robert and Rita
Wat, Pamela
Watson, Marion
Wauthy, Guy and Helene

Wayne, Wendy
Weber, Barbara
Wei, Christine
Weiner, Jannien
Weiss, Rene and Olga

Wendover, Jessica
Westheimer, Katherine
White, William and Theresa
Wild, John
Wiles, Herbert

Williams, John
Wills, Vivian
Wishon, Beverly and Glenn
Wolf, Lawrence and Nancy
Womack, Stephen

Yes! Ventures Inc
Young Ladies Institue #160
Young Ladies Institute No. 165
Zarcone, Peter
Zoolalian, Rosemary

INKIND DONATION
Amado Family

Archdiocese of Los Angeles
Assembly Woman Sally Lieber
Bacon, Nancy
Belmadez, Estella
Blume, Grace

Borngartner Family
Brooks Family
California Catholic Conference of Bishops
Carr, Jessica
Casalegno Family

Castagnola, Andrew
Chieh, Melissa
Ciabattari, Mary Ann
Cicinato, Mike
Clemens, Fr Neal

Coehlo, Jordan
Cooper, Helen
Costanzo, Maria
Cunningham, Fr Michael
Danny

De Napoli, Nick
Delgado, Margie
Dickerson, Kristen
Diocese of Sacramento
Dolesji, Ned

Ernst Family
Escandon, Maria
Feeney, Jo
Fernandez, Keeley and Ana
Flannery,csj, Barbara

Flores, George
Flores, Jorge
Friends Outside
Gigante, Louann
Girl Scout Troop 1371

Glendale Public Library
Haire,csj, Pat
Hamilton, Paula
Hanley, Erin
Haugh, Kathleen

Henderson Family
Hidalgo, Ellie
Humke,csj, Michelle
Jesuit Novices
Kinney, Susan

Knights of Columbus / Serra Club, Perris
Lane, Cece
Lopez, Lisa
Macy’s Mercer Center Volunteers
Mandy, Dr Pieper

Maola, Victoria
Martinez Family
Matthew 25
Maura, Kelly
Mayne, Betty

Mayor, Lillette
McDermott, Debbie
Mc Keague, Shane
Merjo, Rucha
Miller, Bobby

Millet, Karen
Moini, Fary
Moore, Dave
Murray, Linda
Murrell, Donna

Nineeman, Margaret
Off ice of Restorative Justice
Ordaz, Placid
Paschen, Michelle
Pieper-Mandy, Dr.

Pineda, Al
Pitt, Robert
Povowski, Elsie
Richen, Kathleen
Rincon Family

Roberts, Deborah
Rodriguez, Rebecca
Roide, Ernie
Rucc
Ruiz, Pauline

Sacred Heart Elementary School
Sanctified Band
Schaenseyer, Barbara
Schweinfurter, Larry
Sciortino, Tom

Scott, Linda
Soenen, Caron
Soliman, Mike
Sosa, Selina
Spaziano, Eleanor

St Anthony Parish
St Euphrasia Women
St Francis Spanish Bible Study
St Francis Xavier

••

••

••

••

••
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St James the Less
Stegman, Teri
Sternau Family
Taylor, Donna
United Methodist Women

Vasques Family
Ventura Youth Correctional Facility
Villanueva, Alfonso

VOLUNTEERS
Abrunzo, Victor
Adams, Angie

Adams, Dave
Alaniz, Ryan
Allen, Frank
Allen, Pat
Amado Family

Anderson, Aidan
Anderson, Andrea
Anderson, Britten
Anderson, Dave
Arriola Family

Ariston, Betty
Arnold, Rae
Arnold, Ron
Arthur Bus Driver
Ascensio, Martha

Austin, Al and Rita
Avalos, Michelle and Lori
Bacon, Nancy
Balough, Pat
Barrett, Mark

Bayley, Corrine
Beer, Gordon
Bell, Austin and Dustin
Bell, Margie
Bellinder, Marilyn

Berry, Elizabeth
Beswick, Clyde
Bird, Kathy
Blume, Grace
Bock-Wilmes, Karolyn

Bodine, Eloise
Bomgarthner, Jennifer and Jofeeney
and Anne Marie
Bond, Louise
Bouchard, Mikkii

Brauer, Chuck and Cindy
Brehove, Linda
Bricka, Renata & Vincent
Brown, Donnice and Buzz
Browne, Michael

Brummett, Louise
Burns, Andrea and Jo
Burton, Michelle
Cabatlari, Mary Ann
Call to Action of the Redwood Empire

Campbell, Dinah
Cannon, Taffy
Carondelet High School Faculty
Carrasco, Maria Elena
Carrillo, Janet

Carroll, Gwen
Casalegno, Emllie and Silvana
Castagnola, Andy
Castro, Manny and Kim
Castronovo, Joanne

Chavez, Terri
Chesebro, Doreen
Cicinato, Mike, Fr
Cierra
Cipolla, Susan D.

Clark, Beverly
Clark, Pat
Clay, Meg
Cleary, Dennis and Diana
Clifford, Anne Marie

Cortes, Horacio
Costanzo, Maria
Cotton, Cary and Lorry
Crimmins, Carmel
Cronin, Cathryn

Crosetti, Jackie
Crossen, Kim
Cruz, Mona
Cuculic, Kym
D’Agular, Megan

De Puglia, Judy
De Winter, Peggy
Degnan, Bill
Dela Torre, Lerma
D’Elia, Carole

DeWeese, Shay
Dey, Karen
Diocese of Sacramento Pastoral Center Staff
Dominguez, Martha

Droege, John
El-Bardai, Robyn
Ernst, Jessica
Ettner, Ellie
Everett, Lane

Fadale, Lynn and Tony
Faleth, Bridget
Farias, Joyce
Ferraro Family
Ferriera, Lisa

Fennell, Barry
Fernandez, Keeley and Ana
First Unitarian Church
Fisher, Gayle
Flannery, Judy

Flores, Lettie
Flynn, Toni
Fontaine, Lynn
Forestville Lenion Elementry School
Fowler, Rich

Frooyma, Kim
Gabrielian, Jessica
Galindo, Catina
Garcia, Anna
Garcia, Ray and Cindy

Gardiner, Elaine
Gardiner, Jim
Gibbs, Dennis
Giles, Jody
Gigante, Louann

Glaser, Mary Ellen
Glazer, Candace
Glennon,csj, Rosheen
Gonzales, Mercedes
Goss, Beverly

Goughnour, Carla
Grahek, Melissa
Green, Therese
Greenwade, Lauren
Gregory, Nicole

Guillen-Coke, Adela
Guitierrez, Magaly
Haire, Sr Pat
Haist, David
Hamilton, Paula

Handerhan, Jean
Handley, Sheila
Hanley, Erin
Hanley, Kit
Harper, Joan

Harpin,csj, Theresa
Haugh, Kathleen
Havins, Monica
Hayes, Marie
Henderson, Kevin and Sue

Hershman, Anita
Hibbert, Alicia
Higgins, Kate
Hildreth, Elicia
Hill, Rita

Hillard, Margie
Holaway, Darlene
Holmes, Alejandra
Holston, Steve
Hooper, Ken and Cindy

Huber, Peggy
Hubbs, Heather
Hunsicker, Liz
Ibarra, J and Teresita
Imboden, Gabriel

Imboden, Martine
Jacobs, Wilma
Jazzux, Lucy
Johnson, Madeline and Joe
Jordan, Beth

Kahn, Chris and Nicole and Robert
Kaiser, Patty
Kaye, Jo
Keare, Eleanor
Kelly, Maura

King, Brenda
Kingsbury, Winnie
Kiouses, Steve and Dena
Kirkland, Barbara
Kizziah, Marilyn

Kjolsrud, Joe
Koppes, Connie
Kumra, Kalerie
La Mantia, Lavern
Lane, Cece

LaRue, Madeline
Lenoir, Jerome
Leyva, Adela
Limon, Billie
Lindsay, Pat

Loehlo, Jordan
Long, Bonnie

Longpre Family
Lopez, Lisa
Lubitsch, Nicola
Macias, Particia

Macken, Enid
Maher, Terry
Mahoney, Cammy
Mahoney, Jenell
Mantilla, Mercedes

Marges, Beverly
Marsen, Mary
Martinez & Family, James
Martinez, Steve and Renee
Martinez, Sue

Mauraid Cahill’s 7th Grade Class
May, Katherine Snyder
Mayne, Betty
McCabe, Mike
McDermott, Eileen

McElhill, Betty
McNean, Barbara
McNoble, Connie
Mendez, Cristina
Mercy H. S. Student Fund

Miles, Bobbie
Miller, Carolyn
Miller, Judy
Miller, Karen Elaine
Miller, Marion

Mireles, Teresa
Mission College High Prep
Molina, Diana
Morales, Juanita
Morrow, Pam

Moussa, Judy
Murphy, Malira
Mutti, Ruth
Myers, Irene
Nalua, Grea

Nangary, Trudy
Nault, Theresa
Navdeep, Jassal
Negrin, Diana
Nichols, Pat

Niedfelt, Pat
Norman, Barbara
North, Sharou
Nunez, Mary
Oguin, Cathy

Oliver, Sara
Ordac, Beverly
Ordaz, Placid
Ortega, Claudia
Padilla, Eva

Pangelina, Diane
Paramo, Sheryl
Parents & Children of Pilgrim
United Church of Christ
Parish, Laurie

Parmeta, Sharilyn
Parmeter, Sharilyn
Partlow, Linda
Paschen, Clay & Michelle
Peace, Ann

Perez, Pat and Sergio
Peterson, Melissa
Peterson, Samantha
Peyton, Fatima
Pfadt, Lisa

Phillips, Michael
Piazza, Gail
Piazza, Giovanna
Poettgen, T.J.
Polla, Sally

Potter, Carol
Powell, Gail
Powers, Charlene
Preciado, Mirella
Pulmano, Rebecca

Pyne, Jo Ann
Quinontz, Maria
Rafferty, Sr Eileen
Ramirez, Alfonso
Randall, Allyson

Rayburn, John and Linda
Reed, David
Resurrection Parish
Richen, Kathleen
Richer, Florence

Rieschick, Paul
Rigler, Sue
Riley, Laura
Rincon, Amanda
Robinson, Jim

Robinson, Mitzi
Rocha, Merjo

Rodriguez, Jill

Rodriguez, Marie
Rodriguez, Nina Linda
Rolde, Andrea
Rosales, Jeremy
Rosas, David

Rothenbaum, Donna and Morgan
Rude,sj, Jim
Russo, Carol
Sallady, Becky
San Luis, Annalee

Sanders, Araceli
Sanders, Laura
Scarff, Stephen
Schimmerti, Carmelita
Schneider,csj, Mary

Schnieder, Cathy
Sciortino, Tom
Scott, Linda
Sedlisk, Cathy
Segar, Shirley

Seibert, Mary
Selfridge, Michelline
Selna, Lori
Seppi, Willie
Shackley, Gayle

Shearer, Carol
Shrewsbury, Sr Sarah
Sikes, Becky
Silva, Casey
Silva, Kelsey

Simon, Mary
Simpson, Suzanne
Smyth, Mary Ann
Soliman, Mike
Spring, Rich

St Anthony Parish
St Catherine of Siena School
St Johns Catholic Church Ladies Guild
St Leander Student Council
St Sebastian YLI #116

Starr, Lowell
Steele, Sabrina
Steffen, Marlene
Steffen,csj, Suzanne
Stehly,csj, Virginia

Steighner, Kathy and Bob
Steinman, Marty
Steppi, Nancy
Stull, Britt
Sullivan, B

Sullivan, Cindy
Sulzberger Family
Suniga, Irene
Tan, Nancy
Taylor, Dorothy

Teague, Gwen
Telesco, Maria
Ternan, Debbie
Thomas, Barbara
Thomasive, McMahon

Thompson, Marge
Thomsen, Jan
Thomson, Jeanne
Todd, Sr. Joyleen
Tonna, Cecilia

Traina, Nancy
Traversi, Jan
Tretheway, Judy
Trichter, Dave
Tullius, John and Joyce

Turrell, Jim and Patty
Uddle, Theresa
Va Dwine, Nettie
Vasquez Family
Valdovinos, Sandra

Valenzuela, Michelle
Vanoni, Anne
Ventura, Jennifer
Verse, Betty Ann
Veva, Frances

Villalobos, Diana
Vollbrecht, Elva
Walker, Kathy
Waterbury, Suzie
Walton, Pam

Warner, Joan
Weber, Anita M.
White, Sr. Cathy
Whitney, Ann Marie
Wilkinson, Carol

Williamson, Ian
Wollesen, Kim
Yerena, Cecilia
Yerena, Marcela
Zapor, Mary Anne9
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DADS
Get On The Bus, too!

Historic Father’s Day trips to

San Luis Obispo, Techachapi, Ventura

LOCAL AREA
COORDINATORS-
2006

• Rae & Ron Arnold, San Diego

––St. Francis of Assisi

• Darlene Boucher, Long Beach

—St. Bartholomew

• Patricia Galinda-Brown, Stockton

—Catholic Charities,

Diocese of Stockton

• Sr. Carmel Crimmins, San Bernardino

—Diocese of San Bernardino

• Sr. Anne Joseph Crookston,

Orange County

—Diocese of Orange

• Sr. RayMonda DuVall, San Diego

—Catholic Charities

• Sam Spicer and Tony Fadale,

South Los Angeles

Friends Outside & Mathew

25, American Martyrs

• Robert & Penny Fargo

Ventura/Santa Barbara,

––Padre Serra Church

• Roger & Mary Ellen Faubert,

Long Beach

—Our Lady of Refuge

Each year, many kind and generous

people champion Get On The Bus
in their local areas and coordinate

every detail from raising funds and

visiting families to wrangling teddy

bears.Theologian Frederick Beuch

-ner provides us with powerful

words to describe our call to min

-istry,“The place God calls you
to is the place where your deep
gladness and the world’s deep
hunger meet.” We hope that each

and every one of the very dedicated

people below found that special

place through their work with Get
On The Bus.

• Dennis Flannery, Oakland

• Debbie Gauer, Clyde Beswick,

Lauren Greenwade & Henry Taliaferro,*
Central Los Angeles

—All Saints Episcopal,

Beverly Hills

• Sr. Theresa Harpin*, San Luis Obispo

––Nativity of Our Lady

• Josita Hartman, San Jose—St. Nicolas

• Alejandra Holmes, Santa Rosa

• Jo Kaye & Amalia Molina,*
San Fernando Valley

––St. Euphrasia Women and

Office of Restorative Justice

• Gloria Killian, Pasadena

—All Saints Episcopal

• Rev. Jean-Michael Lastiri, Fresno

—Diocese of Fresno

• Rev. Jenell Mahoney  & Jan Thomsen,

Bakersfield

––United Church of Christ

• Jay Reiser, San Gabriel Valley

—St. James the Less, Peace &

Justice

the children’s fathers, these mothers put their own feelings aide

and put their children’s needs first. I wondered if I could be so

unselfish and so courageous if I was in their position.”

Inmates chosen to participate were all from Level II

minimum security prisons with sentences of one to eight years,

primarily for drug-related charges. They were selected according

to the length of time in which they had not seen their children.

One eleven year-old girl met her father for the first time.

One preteen boy and his father wept through the entire visit. A

four year old girl misses her daddy so much that she cries for him

every night. Yet, when she saw him she just continued coloring

her picture as if nothing fazed her and he’d never gone away.

She was with him now and, for that moment, everything was OK.

Children need their parents, both mothers and fathers.

The mistakes that adults make along the way do not invalidate

that need or the importance of the child-parent bond.

• Tory Riihimaki, Antelope Valley

—Christ the King Episcopal

• Catherine Conneally Salazar*
Ventura/Santa Barbara

—Ventura Youth

 Correctional Facility

• Jean Favreau-Sorvillo, San Bernardino

/Redlands

––United Church of Christ

• Marsha & Gaston Turcotte

San Gabriel Valley

—St. Dorothy Church

• Elizabeth White, Sacramento

—Diocese of Sacramento,

Catholic Charities

* Coordinated

Father’s Day Event

OO    n Friday, June 16th, two buses of Get On The Bus

pioneers opened new doors and forged new

relationships between children and their fathers. For the first

time ever, the program was extended to men’s prisons,

specifically the California Men’s Colony in San Luis Obispo

and the California Correctional Institution at Tehachapi (located

in the mountains between Bakersfield and Mojave). In addition,

the families and children of the young men at Ventura Fire Camp

were given gas cards to help in the transportation costs.

“In many ways, children are even more isolated from

their fathers than their mothers,” explains Sr. Suzanne. “With

women inmates, it is generally a grandmother or sister who is

caring for the children. With male inmates, it’s often difficult to

coordinate with an ex-wife or girlfriend who may have a new

family now.”

But as Debbie McDermott who accompanied the

Tehachapi bus observed, “Regardless of their relationship with



11

TT

We Need Your Help

Rally Your Church, School
or Group
• Collect bears and snacks

• Assemble Travel Bags or Keep In

Touch Kits (stationery sets with

stamps enabling children to

correspond by mail)

• Crafty? Make blankets or travel

pillows for children on the bus

Support Your Local Bus
There are many ways that you can

volunteer to support buses from

your area:

• Volunteer to visit a family to

complete paperwork and answer

questions

• Serve as a Child Companion

accompanying a child without a

guardian

• Help to serve breakfast and see

the bus off

Raise Funds
There are simple ways that you can

have fun AND raise money:

• Host a dinner at your house and

ask guests to make a contribution

to GOTB

• Have a neighborhood car wash

• Donate proceeds from a yard or

bake sale

•  Talk together as a family and be

a sponsor

•  In lieu of a personal gift ask

your friends to sponsor a child in

your name or give the gift of

sponsorship

Call Get On The Bus

at 213.637.7456 or e-mail us

at getonthebus@earthlink.net

for more information.

he goal of Get On The Bus has

always been to raise awareness

regarding the plight of children

separated from their mothers due to the unjust

policies inherent in our current system of

criminal justice. Get On The Bus is now

being given an awesome opportunity and

responsibility to implement a measure of

systemic change by coordinating regular,

ongoing, monthly visits to the women’s

prisons at Chowchilla.

The Chowchilla Family Express will

provide free monthly transportation to

families of women in prisons in Chowchilla,

including children, spouses, siblings, parents

and other family members. The Express will

send six buses each month from both

northern and southern California providing

families with the opportunity to visit their

loved one approximately once every three

months.

Once established, this program will

serve nearly 4,000 family members per year

and represent a critical shift in the perspective

of the California Department of Corrections

and Rehabilitation. Through this program,

state officials are recognizing the significance

of maintaining family bonds which research

has proven to increase the likelihood of

successful family reunification and re-entry.

The Chowchilla Family Express

program will be directed by Eric Debode, a

long-time restorative justice advocate who

founded the California People of Faith  and a

Victim/Offender Reconciliation Program in

the Archdiocese of Los Angeles.

While we will still advocate to see

a more complete transformation of the

correctional system through alternative

sentencing for mothers, changes in

mandatory drug-sentencing laws, and the

insistence that parents be sent to rehabilitative

facilities as close to home as possible, we

are honored to be a part of this historic

opportunity to improve the lives and family

bonds of children with incarcerated parents.

Chowchilla
Family Express
Get On The Bus Awarded First-Ever

State Contract For Monthly Transportation
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the wedding days I’m used to

covering. I was wrong. The over-

flowing levels of excitement, love

and joy were unlike anything I

have experienced in my life. That

single day changed my life.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Rob Hewett

UCLA Campus Photo Studio

Get On The Bus

11999 Chalon Road

Los Angeles, CA 90049

GOTB is a sponsored project

of Sisters of St. Joseph,

Ministerial Services (SSJMS),

a 501(c)3 tax-deductible

organization.

Contact information:

•  Southern CA Office

3424 Wilshire Blvd.

Second Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90010

1.213.637.7456

getonthebus@earthlink.net

www.gotb.net

• Northern CA Office

1125 Ferry Street

Martinez, CA 94533

1. 925.335.9314

1.925.395.6193

cmwilliamscsj@earthlink.net

• Please make checks

payable to Get On The Bus.

UCLA Photographer
       Volunteers
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e received the

f o l l o w i n g

letter from Rob Hewitt, a

professional photographer who

teaches his craft at UCLA. Mr.

Hewitt generously donated his

time and talents to take family

photographs at the women’s

facility in Norco. We were so

touched that we wanted to share

his letter and one of his very

powerful photographs.

Dear Sr. Suzanne,

I wanted to thank you for

allowing me to be a part of the

“Get On The Bus” program. The

events of that day at the Norco

Women’s Facility were extremely

emotional not only for the

inmates and the children, but

also for me. As a professional

photographer for more than 30

years, I was sure that this event

would be on the same level as

WW


